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button to civilisation at ninety-nine years it was not the landowner's fault, who with the movement of industry, was always liable to receive back the value of his cornfields. Mr. Baldwin viewed the subject in the immediately practical light, and pointed out that the Friendly Societies themselves had large investments in land. Municipal authorities were also extensive holders of their local ground-rents. The speculator in real estate, who was a parasite of the worst type, the Liberal Government were not so concerned to curtail, since he had not the propensities of a duke for keeping attention off the main issue. Mr, Baldwin pointed this out, and on one occasion disclaimed an intimacy with dukes.
On  several  occasions  in   1910   the   future   Tory leader declared himself actually in  favour  of  food-taxes.    As a disciple of Protection he was  more  ardent  than he was to be as a master.   In answer to an enquiry whether he was in favour of the Birmingham Tariff Reform Programme, he replied in the affirmative.    Mr.  Balfour had promised that the price of food should not rise and that the tariff should be scaled to that effect.   The duties were to fall on maize, bacon, wheat and other staple foodstuffs, but the   Conservatives  promised   a   commensurate   advantage from the rise in wages.    Mr.  Baldwin told his  own constituents that agricultural wages were subject to the ordinary laws of supply and demand.   Under a tariff system there would be more demand for the products of the countryside, consequently there would be more demand for labour, and wages would rise correspondingly.   His electors showed their confidence in this logic by giving 'him their votes, Mr. Baldwin showed his confidence in himself by preaching the crusade regardless of the consequences.   Three years later a world war brought profits to the farmer, and to-day the  farm-labourer  is  more  secure  against  serfdom   than any other members of the working classes.   Nevertheless fopd-taxes still remain the only weapon that can stabilise home agriculture and give permanence to the race.